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" I found in each great churcb, moreo'er, 
Whether ir island or on ehore, 

esming, f o ~ d  affection, 
Holy welcome and kind protcction." 

-King Aldfrid's Poem on Ireland. - 

THE Nunster Schools mere of somewhat later origili t h m  
. the  monastic schoolv of the North ; but during the seventh 
'ccnturv some of them became very celebrated, especially the 
' g e n t  School of Lismore, mhicll was second only to that of 
Clonrnacnoise. I t  mas founded by St. Cnrthnch about the  

" ,.-gp f ' ,;2 vcor a.a 636, and soon became the chief aerninary in rhe 
i/kp:&~ith of f relnnrl. p2:{ 
.f$:.:. Ht, (.'urthach, itq founder, wuu born about thc midllle of 
::,.5 .. tllc sixth century i r ~  that remote diutrict -of West Kerry, 
;' 5. which also gave birth to St. Brendan of Clonfert. He was 
. i 

sDrung, too, from the same race as  Brendan, for his father 
;;:. , . Fi~.aull. son of Fingin, d e r i ~ e d  his descent from the renowned 

- ' Fergxs Mac Roy, the nnrthern hero, so celebrated in romantic 
: legend and berdic song. His mother, Findmaith-the noble- 

fair one--is said to have been the daughter of anothcr Fingiti, 
who was chieftain of Corcoduibhne, in the sainc County 
Kerry, This lady mas twice married, and bv the seco~id 
marriage became the mother of Sti Cuanna of Eilcoopy, and 
probably of other saints aho. 

l'hc infant wm bqt ized hy a priest called Aidan,' who 
ga,ve him Carthach as hie baptismal name ; but tile fulure 
samt ~8 more commonly called Nochuda, which seems to 
have been a pet name gireh to the boy by his teacher 
St. Cartharh the Elder.2 The Elder, Carthach a t  this tinke, 
about A.V. 570, lived nt his monastery a t  the foot of Slemish 
(Sliew Mis) on the r ight bank of the river Nang, not far 

' See Life in the Sala~nanca MS. 
t his first name was  cud:^, mud that he got the name of 
honour of his master.-Jfa~fyrolog~ of Gonegal: 
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lronr (hs~lcrriuinc.. ITis younger namcsalic hut1 just attoincd . 
tlic :1gc of twelve, : I I ~  wirs according to the writer of his 
LiEc, a 11:11rtlsornc 3ontl1, wl~osc bright t'ncc ant1 winning w a y  
r~r:~tlc him :1 great hvour,itc wit11 all who k ~ c w  liirn. As yet, 
Ilo\vcvcr., 11c hnd lrceivcd 1it.t.l~ or no training cithcr in virtue 
or Ic:ir~~ing. Tikc St.  P:itrick a t  the mme agc, he was 
c~r~:lloyctl in h c r d i q  his father's swine on the banks of the 
river, wllcri i t  chncctl  that Iin c:mc nyar the rnon:rstcry of 
St. C:r~~llincll. Just  tllcri I I C  happcncd to hrar  the inonks 
ponring fi)rth thr  solcrnn itirnins of sacred psalrliody, nncl was 
fillcd wit11 such rapture that hc rcmaincd all night near the 
holy placc without food or shcltcr. When nskcd by his 
p ~ w t s  wl~crc he had spent t l ~ c  night, hc told them; nnd 
:ltlded that hc, was ready to lcavc all nnd join that sacred choir 
of whitc-rubcd mor11;s. His parents gladly conscntcir, and 
sending for t l ~ c  Bishop C!:lrtbach, they handed orer the boy 
t'or thc service of thc Lord. 

Thc bishop trained thc youth in sacred learning, and saw 
him (hily, to his great joy, malrc el-en gr.eater progress in 
vi r~uc,  so that after some years he ordained him priest. The 
holy prelate then after a short term of trial gave him pcr- 
mission to found a monastcrg of his own at  n callcd 
li~lltulach, which is described as between Slelnish mountain 
and thc river hIan_rr--n:t far it would seem froin Castlwnainc, 
on thc right bank of the river. 'l'his w : ~  about the year 
A,{). 590 ; so that we m:ly assign the dateof his birth to about 
the year A.D. 5b0. 

I t  was 1.eI.y usual at this period for young monks to travcl- 
t,o tlifYcrent monasteries, and spend o period in each in ordcr 
to p~r lkct  t.hcmselres in sanctity and learning. Rangor had 
ncq11ircd grcnt fame under the rule of St. Corngall, and 81) 

C : ~ ~ t l ~ a c l i  wcr~t to visit his kinsnlcn in the far north, an  
~nalrc himself still i'urther acquainted with monastic disciplin 
~ ~ r d c r  so great 3 n ~ a s t ~ ~ r .  After staying some time a t  Sang0 
1 1 ~  rcturned home to Kcrry ; but once more went n o r t h w r d  t 
tlrc extreme limit of BZunster to pay a visit to St.. N o l ~  0 

Clonfert BIolrla, whose monastery w ~ s  situated a t  the roots 
of' Slicw Bloom :rt the phce now ctrlled Iixle. I t  still form 
:r part of the diockse of Killaloe, though quite closc to tho 
f'ronticr of tLc ancient Meath. 

Sllort,ly at'terwards we find him at the great moiinstcry 
fo~~l~ t l c  tl by Colrnan-elo, ;1nd called from him Land-elo, now 
I,ynally, quitc nr;lr to TuHamore, and only three rnilrs fiom 
It:ilinn, l r l~c rc  tlrc s n i ~ ~ t  was soon to found an cstnbli.slrr~ic~~~t 
of his own. 
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ident that i t  mas St. Colmun-Elo who advis 
nd a ~non:lstery near his 

i: krritory, not of Illunster, but of Meath-in fact it wae n e a ~  
: the aite of some ot' our most famous battles, which the sons 

3f Ilebcr and Heremon fought for supremacy on this border 
land. The name Raitlrairz signifies filicetum, or the Fcrney 
IJand ; and it was not more thar, three miles from Lpnally, 
tllc ancient Land-elo, which is derived by some from ealla, 
meaning an ancient grove or wood. 

8t.Curtllach lived at Rahan for nearly forty years,' and at 
Lismore, certainly not more than two years ; yet his name 1s 
generally connected with the latter, and hardly ever with 

1::- the former monastery. Perhaps i t  was bdcause the men of 
:$: hleath treated the saint eo badly after his long and laborious 

career at Rahsn. Indeed, i t  is quite evident, that i t  was 
jealousp-jealousy which the Ily-Niall monks, probably of 
Durrow, near Rahan, feit a t  the success of St. Cdrthach- 
that prompted them to expel the saint and his scholars from 
the dear old convent, where he had lived so long. There 
are few things less creditable to the Southern Hy-Niall, 
both princes and priests, than their conduct on this occasion. 
It is manifest that Carthach by his piety and learning had 
pthered around him a great monastic school at Rahan. 
For w t  to speak of boys and servants, the Life in the 
Snlcir,anca MS., tells us that he had,gathered round him 
some 847 monks, who supported themselvee and succoured 
the poor by the labour of their own hands, and with their - '-%& holy founder served God together-unanirniter-with one 
:niud agd in one spirit. " Their toil," says the Life, " mas 
severe, but the fire of charity lightened the burden of this 

- labour, ao that to none of them did i t  seem heavy" (Vita I.: 
sect. 15). It is said, too, that Carthach himself was raised to 
the.cpiscopal dignity in Rahan. 

8% Now, the ' native clerics,' says the Life, of the Ey-Niall 
racc, mere jealous of this Success, end instigated by Satan, - 
they resolved to drive the southern monk from their terri- 
tories. The Kerryman, of course, though a saint, mas, no 
doubt, annoyed by these proceedings of the inen of Menth. 
J t  mas indeed hard to be borne, for his was a holy, a useful, 
and an inoffensive life. H e  had spent forty years amongst 
them. His soul clung to the place, bocuuse he fondly 
believed, ae i t  was the scene of his labours, so also it would 
be thc place of his resurrection. He had built for himself 
and his monks a very beautiful church, the ruins of which 
re still to be seen. He  had established a farnous whool, and 
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t l c i t ~ ~ s t  friends, who dwclt nrou 

~ ~ ~ ~ s p o ~ ~ s i b l c .  The Annalists 
thcy seem :tfrnid to n~cntion o 
Tllc Ulstev Aumls (A.D.  63 
C.h~.tll:~c:h fro111 l ta l~an,  which 
cspulsion. Thc 1'01lr Mastcr 
from llahan, and datc i t  as 

date. 
Thc Lz+e of St. Cwtha 

motirc for thus evicting the 
movcd by jealousy at  the s 
expel the ' s t r a ~ ~ g e r  ' from 
tllcn ruler of that territory, 
n-ickcd purpose. Can i t  b 
I)urrom were envious ~t 6ee 
lishmcnt eclipsed by the g 
not at  all unlikely, althou 

' saints ' of Erin were res 
shortening of St. 
Columcille to Iona. 
traditional sentiment. 
f o r  driving away the v 
a t  Rnhan, they must h 
thcy could d c s e r ~ e  t11 
dced ; nnd although P 
cvil by t l ~ c  fountlnt'ion of Lismore, there is some reason to ' 

fear that i t  broke the old man's heart, and brought down l~is  
grey hairs in sorrow to thc grave. 

When the edict wcnt fbrth that Caytllach and his rnonkn 
~ r e  to be driven from ltahnn, we arc told that  he dep:lrt(:(l 
rcluctantlg. "Lea\-e this city with your monks," said l h  
chiefs of Mcath, " and seek a settlement in eomo 0 t h  



cw~ntry."l '' 1 wis11 to end my days Iwrc," said Cnrtllacll, 
" for I have ficrved God Inany years in this place, and now 
my rntl is 11i~11. Thereforc, I will not depart, except I an1 
con~l)cllcd, lest n1.n think me inconstaut, of purpose. I aln 
ash:~ined to brconle a wanderer in my old age." After some 
\~c.sit:~tion the lilcn of Meath plr~cked up an ignoble coursge ; 
ilntl it is s:licl that Blathmoc lli~nself took the hand of tlw 
aaiut, and led hi111 forth from his monastery. 

r . I h e  poor old lnan mas not equal to long journeys ; and so 
elorvly and regretfully he travelled southward, having turned 
his back for ever on the jealous and ungrateful men of 
RIetltll. 

The first night he stopped with St.Barrind (or R:irrindeus) 
of Drumcullen, in the barony of Eglish. The nalne is still 
retained as tbat of an old parish church, about four miles 
north-east of Parsonstown. Dru~ncullen is about three nlilvs 
east of Xglish old church at  the foot of the mountain. I t  
cannot be more than ten miles from Railan, and thus marks 
the rs tent  of the first day's journey. 

But  the saint mas now in his nativc Nunster, and could 
proceed with greater leisure and more security. The second 
night lie wsted in the famous old monastery of St. Ciaran 
of h igher .  This was one of the cradles of Cl~ristianity in 
Ircland. I f  me may accept the statement in  the Lzye of Sf. 
Cziwon, ho was directed by God's Angel to go to a well in 
the middle of Ireland, aud found his church a t  the place 
where his bell would ring of itself. The saint obeyed, und 
travelled onward until he came to the place now called Bell 
Hill, near the fountain Huaran. There his bell tolled, and 
close at  band he founded his church, a t  Saigher, now cnllod 
8cir 'Ciaran, which is not more than two miles south of 
l)ru~ncullen, under the western shadow of the mountain. 
There was every reason why St. Carthach the Younger should 

* rest a t  Seir Ciaran. His old master, St. Carthach the Elder, 
to whom he owcd so much, had been once bishop of that 
rulcicnt See, in succession to Cieran himself. I t  was about 
the !.ear A.D.  540, before Carthach the P o m g e r  was bcorn, for 
it :Ippears that i t  nas after leaving Scir Ciaran, about 
4.1). 560, that  Carthoch the Elder came to his nn!ive rCcrry, 
and there met with his ! ounger disciplc of tbc same nanie. 

There was reason why Carthach should love that old 
monastery, under the chadow of the morning sun when rising 
over Slieve Bloom, where his beloved ninster h:~d spent SQ 

I 1O'Hanlon's Liw,  pnge 283, Yol. r. 
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rnany years, and whcrc tbe first-born of tbe Ce 
Erin had gone to his rcst. 

I t  was a diort stago i ~ v l r ~  Seir ('inran 
sevcn or eight ~r~i lvs  ; but ltoscrcu 11i1d 
A.I ) .  635, so f:~mous n rdrvat for mintly 
not be pnsscd by without a visit,. Tbcrc WiLs no t c ~ l  
Roscrea bhcrc nt t.hr tirnc ; all the low- 

great Mmster highway. 
Leaving Roscren the saint see,ms t 

to t!~e r g a l  rath of Failbhe Plann, King of J 
as he is called in the A u n d s  of ULJ~EY. Magh 
fertile and picturesque plain stretching from 
nornon on the east, and on the south to the 
Nountains, which separated it from the terr 
I t  was a 17ich and fertile land, watered by 
and bounded towards the south and east by 
mountains. 

Failbha FIann, the ancestor of the 3 
king a t  Cushel, and kindly receivcd C 
his gratitude by curing the Icing's son 
king offercd Carthach n site for a mona 
tcrritorg of Nngh Fcmhin ; but Carthach 
was not God's will ill his regard, dec 
gcncrous offcr, and resolvcd to go furthcr southward. It is 
liltcdy that rhc soilit mct at thc court of Fsilbbe that prirrc2's 
,.on-in-law, &faclocb~.nigl~, Chic1 of' thc I h i i  of Waterford, 
who offcred to Curthach a h rgc  territory bryond the mountain 
(of Knockmealdown), wherc he might establish hirnsclf and 
his brother monks in peacc bcside the Great River, and with- 
out any fear of further disturbance during the brief span of 
his remaining life. 

The saint gladly acccptcd t h i ~  offcr, and stopping for a 
brief rest at  Ardfirlnan, which wa9 destined for ~not l lcr  saint 
later on, be crossed the rugged hille that rose up before I h ,  
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probably by tlic pass leadin: southward from Clogheen, and 
coining down thc southern slopes of thc hill he saw stretched 
bcforc him that beautiful valley through which the Blackwater 
fbrccs its way from Lismore to Cappoquin. " Here shall be 
illy rest, for I lmve cl iose~~ it," exclaimed the saint,, and cross- 
ins, not without miraculous aid, i t  is said, the smelling waves 
of the Aroniuore, he crept up the wooded heights that 
ovcrllu~lg t.hc southern bank of t,he stream, and sat down on 
Magh Sciath-the Plain of the Shields-close to what 
Kcat,ing calls Dunsginne-the great rath surmounting the 
height to the east of the present town of Lismore. 

Xany writers have asserted that there was a monastery at 
c before St. Carthach's arrival there. Mention is 
1y made of the death of Lugaid of Lismore in t.he 
Amals,  A.D. 591 ; a i d  the Four Masters record the 

of Neman, Abbot of Lismore, in a.1). 610. Tn A.D. 634 
nals of Ulster tell us that Eochaidh of Lismore died. 

O'Donovan thinks thesc entries refer to Lismore on the 
Illackwater ; it is more probable, however, that the reference 
is to Lismorc-an island near Oban in Scotland-where an 
Irish saint called Molua or Moluag had founded a famous 
monastery much celebrated in later times. 

Assuming mith the Ulstev Annals that Carthach carnc to 
Lismore after Eastcr of t,he year a.1~ 635, he cannot have 
lived there more than two years-and probably died on the 
14th of Xay, A.D. 637. The Ulster Annals fix his death in 
A.D. 636 ; but from the statements in his Life we gather that 
he must have spent at  least two years at  Lismore. We are 
told that on hie arrival there he at once proceeded to mark 
out the site of his monastery, surrounding it as usual with a 
strong fence and dit,ch. Thereupon the holy virgin Cocmell, 
vhose cell was not far off, came to see the saint, and finding 
him at work she inquired what the saint and his monks mere 
doing." They replied that they mere building for themselves 
Q small habifn5on-lios-bes, i t  mould be in Irish. '"Not 
so," replied the virgin saint : " this placc will bc called Lios- 
i~mr,'' "which," says t he  writer of the Life, " means in Latin 
at,rium mngnum," or Great Hall;  " and her prophecy," 
adds t.hc aut,hor, " was verified by the event. For Lisrnorc is 
I I O W  a large city, half of which is an asvlurn where no female 
is allowed to enter, for it is full of cells mid other monastio 
bnildings, and n great number of holy men alwaysdmell there. 
For they corile there in great numbers, these saintly persons, 
not. only from every part of Ireland, but also from England 
(. and from (Britannia) Britain." Thia distinction 
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I w t ~ v c ~ n  Anglia, or X:ISCIII land, : 
1'1w1l t.hc (:lytlc lo 1 I I C  S C V C I ~  
l:ritoris, ~ h o w s  f . l~ :~t  t l ~ i s  J,ili: W:I 

-1)r01);11)1y in t 11c scvc511 I 11 

f'mm I : C ~ I ~ I I I I I ~ ~ ~ . Y  li fo for some li 
un t l i~ i t l~~ t l  c:om~rrunio~i with 

t.l:ach was : ~ t l i w : t i ~ ~ ~  numbcrsof 
fo~~ndal, ion,  so I h t ,  he was i icq 
influx of piwis ~,isilors. Labor 
011 his c,r~~:~ci~lc,tl fiwnr, and h 

off. TTJI(vI I I C  ~.vf.iimI to n loliely ~ : L V V ,  which mos rilitl(~r 
f,llc rnonal.l,c.ry, : I I I ~  there Pol. orlc y(::~r and six luonths 
gn lc  hiinsrlf' up to the service of God in solitude. ' lhv 
111~nli5, lion-cvcr, especially the older ones, wcre still allowed 
to visit thcir bclovcd father; and lic seeing the dificulty they 
had in reaching the high ground on which the monastery 
w:~s built, r e s o l d  to return to the communir.y once more. 
So the brethren came to carry him up the steep ascent,, and 
now t11c.v had reached the middle of' the ravine, when the old 
Innn seeing a ladder reaching up to the open heavens told 
t l ~ c  brethren to lay hinl on t,he ground and administer to hi111 
the last sacraments. !Venderly imtl piously they did so, "31id 
!laving partnlicli of the sacrament of the Lord's Body and 

lloly ' Eerliors,' who use 
vallcy ; and who ruled thc commui~ily aflcr his death in tho 
wrnc spirit and in obedirnce to the S:IIIIC Rule. 

I f a n y  striking nliracles arc rccoldc(1 in i.he Fiv~t  /,l:/E o) 
St .  Lav~/rtrc/r, to only one of mllicli we shall ni:ike rcfcrcnco 
here. 

When Carthach a i d  his c o ~ n p n i ~ p r s  mere coming to 
J~ismore-the place given by the prince of thc Ilesii. " w l w e  
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thcy rnight livc on thc fruits of their owl1 l:~l)ou~-, :111rl s ,roc 
( i ~ d  in  pcacc, without becoming a burtlcn to anyone "- 
they saw from thc high lands a great i~npetuous rivcr, swollcn 
by the tide of the neighlouriug estuary, barring thc way, >o 
lliut t l~crc  was no means of crossing to the soutllei*n bauk. 
Then, whilst tlie othcrs were in doubt what to ds, Ctrrtl~acl~, 
nit11 his friellds, Colman-elo and Molua (of Kyle), bent their 
k r ~ c c ~ ~  in earliest prayer to God, and lo ! the wales were 
t l i \dctl  on the r ight hand and on the left, opening a passage 
for tlic saints to cross over on d ry  ground. And so thew 
ruc Israelites, with hymns of praise to God, crossed the bed 
f the Avoninore, a d  came to  Lismore, as i t  was afterwards 
nlled-the place which God himself had prepared for them. 

?'he word lis, anciently la, properly si:;nities the nlound 
b u r ~ o u ~ ~ d i n g  the buildings, and also by a secondary significa. 
tioii, t1.e space enclosed within. Here i t  includes both-the 
defending mound and the enclosed space which contained all 
the ecclesiastical buildings-[he church, the cells, the refec- 
tory, t l ~ c  stores and other necessary adjuncts to a p e a ;  
~nonastcry. I n  tliose early days these buildings were of 
rude ~n;ttcrials and simplest stnicture ; but all the same they 
wcre thc choicc :tbodes of lcarning and holiness. 

The most interesting literary monument connected with 
1,isrrlore is the Rule of St. Carthaoh. It is one of the eight 
BIonastic Rules of our early Church still extant iu Dublin 
maiiuscripts, and, in the opinion of O'Curry, is certainly 
authentic. The language, the style, the matter, are all 
stlch as might be expec!ed from the person to mhom 
thcy :we ilttlibuted a t  the time i t  is supposcd to ham bee11 
composed. W e  know, too, from other solirccs that these 
wints really did compose mhnt are called Alonustic Rules, 
and hence, when we find these Rules in ancient i\lSS. 
bearing their names, me are not justified in rejecting their 
a l~~l icnt ic i tp  without some tangible re:ison. 

I t  is to be regretted, although it is an ntlditional proof of 
their authenticity, that almost all thcsc alicicnt r d e s  h n w  
been written irl verse. The construction of thcsc versrs is very 
intricnte and artiticial, and as a conseqwlce, the niatter mas. 
to Eome extent, sacrificed to  the form-mc lose in precision 
what we gain ill Ilarrnony. 

The Rule of Carthach, or Moch~~tla,  ia ninch Inore than a 
hIonastic Rule in the ordinary sence. I t  givcs precepts for 
the spiritual guidance of almost all clnsscs of persons. The 
entire poem, as translated by O'Curry, consists of 135 four- 

- lined stanzas. The first eight of these stanzns contain a general 
/ 
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r:or~l;~ir~ sonic judicious a11d 
l<isl~op is rcsponsiblc to C 
~hc:p\~cr(l ant1 an oSh t lox  
Ir i n p ,  ~wist,in g evil-doers, :I 

1l(b ie lo bc s l~i l lu l  ill  l loly 

The " riest," as distinct from the abbot, is en jo ind  t, 
lrad s ti& furlaborious life, and to offer ep aortbily the 
liour. or: T H E  VIYG. His Icarn~ng shorcltl be correct, : I I I ~  

11e sliordd be accurate in thc obscrrmlcc of the rule :nltl of 
thc law. JWleri he goes to g i w  Comn~union, at  the ;iwl't~l . 
poi~lt. of dci111, he )nust receive the confession with'out sl~mno 
a11tl without rrwxvc. 

The 'soul's-friend' is ad~nonisllcd not to be a I,lir~d 
Ivader of thc blind, but to tench the ignorant., to rcccsiv 
tht>ir'?onfensions, not their alms, candidly and rlevo~~t.ljr 
u11d ]lot lead them into sin in imitation of hinlsclf. 11 110 

has not Mass OD every day, he will, at  least, on Suntlay I I I I ~  
1 3  1 h u l d a y ,  to banish every wiclccclness far  from him. 

Still more minute psesc~~iptio~ls arc given to rcgu1at.c: f h c :  
coilclwt of a "monk." All t l ~ c  faults he is to : L V O I ~ ,  a11t1 1111 
the virtucs he is to practise are described in groat, drt:lil ; I ) I I I ;  
as they really conhin nothil~g new, we need not furtl~c:~. 1.t~1'w 
to tlicm here. 

The special d u t i e ~  of thc Ccit De, or Culdee, r~rv I I I N O  :"- 
( l ~ f & ~ , ~ m d ,  if we may judge from this linle, they wc:rv ~iol. 
' recluses ' l i v i ~ ~ g  nlone, nor yct monlcs, supporting ~ I I ~ I I I T \ \  V.Y 

by the labour of t'heir hands in the fields ; but regular c:Ior~y, 

/ 
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living in cornmunit,!., cng:~ge~l in the celebration of &lass, the 
recitation of the Divine Ofice, the instruction of theignorant 
n the church, and the tc:lching of the novices and students 
TI thrir schools. '1.11~ st:~tel~ients, I~owever, nre so vague that, 
n somc cstcnt a t  Ic:~st, tllcs worlltl apply to all the clergy, 

n.l~c,tlic.r secul:~r, r~\pul;ir. 01. I I I ~ I I : I S L ~ C .  
" T11c ortlcr of tllc I:cfcd;oq " is l~rcscril)ed with g.r:rrnt 

~ i~ in r~ tc r~css ,  but, us wc h v c  : 1 l r ~ 1 1 ~  r c f ~ r r c d  t,o this subject': 
Ivc 911;111 11ot. (I,,:,[ i'url.l~cr wit11 it 1rc.11;. 'I'a1;c.n i n  all it.: 
parts t l ~ k  l h l c  of St. C a r ~ l ~ ; ~ c : l ~  i.; :1 I ~ i ~ l l l y  i~~tcresting, ant1 

it monui~iciit of the cnrly Irish Cht~rch. 

I.-SI.. C.\~rr.\r.l)vs or TAKEXTC'X 
The great glory of the School of Listnore was St. Cathaldus. 

Like many other IrisHtnen, who left home and died abroad, 
1:c h:~s beeu nlmost forgottcn by our native writers. But the 
country of his lore and of his adoption has not been ungrate- 
ful to Ireland. With one accord nli foreign writers, following 
the testimony of Tarentun1 itself, proclaim that Cathaldus, 
its second apostle and patron saint, was an Irishman and a 

mn1ore. scholar of the great School of I ' 
Lisrnore is far away from T:~ranto, as it is now called. I t  

was a city of ancient RIngna Graecia, frequently hostile to 
R,ome, and at  the best of times $elding only a reluctant 
~bedience to the Queen of the  Seven Hills. She preferred 
I'yrrhns arid TIannibnl to the C'urii and Scipios. Seated on the 
southernseat~hatlookstowardsGrcece, itscultured andpleasure- 
loving inh:tbitants had more affection for t,heir ancient mother- 
land than for their s t u n  ruist,ress by the Tiber. Even in t.he 
da~ . s  of the  Empire they were more loyal to B.vzantiurn than 
to Rome. Strange that this GI-ccli-Italian city, situated in 
the verx heel of Italy, s h u l d  get its apostle from a Blunst~r  
monastery. ' Yet such is tlw iilct,, to which its own writers 

ear rlnnnimous and gmtefu! testimony. 
The L$e of St. Gttltnltirts has been written by two 

lorenlines-the brotfwrs Bartholo~nem and Bonarenture 
Blorini-of whom the former wrote his account of the saint 
in prose, and the Inttrr in poetry. Both being citizens of 
T:u:mto, were acquainted with all the traditions of the place 
in refkrence to their pat,roi~ mint, and, moreover, formally 
nppenl to the testimony of the anciciit public records of the 
C'hurcli 2nd of t,he city in all those things to which thcse 
ancient records could bcar witness, and also to the Office for 
the Feast of St. Cathaldus, which ~vas  published at Rome in 
the reor h a  1CiOi .  by the Cndiual  Archbishop of Taranto, 



wit11 the 8mctiol1 of 1 1 1 ~  Iloly 8cc. The b ro t .h r r~  110 ' 

qhor11y :~f'tcrwwrlri wrotc 111c I , i f c \  of t l ~ c  S;~irrl.. 'I'IIP I U I  

1,ifc by l h ) n : ~ ~ n ~ t , n r c  AIori~~i was f iv~ t  w r i ~ t r n  in cighl. Iio( 
:~nd is p c a t l y  and justly pri~iscd for tllc c ~ l v y ~ ~ r c  ol' i f 9  1 ,  
dylc. lki1~~11olo111~1v llorini Z ~ V I ' s  ;i bri(~fcr, luil, IIIOIIJ  

;1111hcnl.ic narralivc ill prosc, rvl~ic.l~ he 11opcd wo111tl 1 1 1 , l l )  to 
~naltc 1;11own hryontl t l ~ c  bou~~t l s  ol' 111c)ir ( I \ \ . I I  ci1.y 1 1 1 ( 3  I : I ~ I O I I I ~ S ,  
ant1 ~ i r t l ~ r s ,  : ~ n d  mirnclcs of 1 . 1 1 ~  s:~int, wJlorn his l J ~ . o I l t c ~  hat1 
;~l~.catl!r cclrl)r.:~tcd in vcrse, : r~~r l  whom I'rovidence I ~ i d  scnt 
,ion1 the rcmotcst shorrs of Irrlnnd (Ilihcrnin,) to IN. th 
patron ant1 protcctor of their native city. Unforlun:~l(~ 
have, as I observed I)cforr, no :1cco1111t of St. Cnth:~ltlns i 
clomcstic Annals ; and we ~ n ~ l s t ,  tl~rrcforc, follow thc gui 
of t,hose foreign mitcrs,  who, wl~ilst unanimous as to f . 1 1 ~  
place of birth and educat.ion of ollr snint,, so rcutlvr tlic 
nncouth Irish names in the 1,atin tongue, that  it ia very 
difficult to identify the pcrsons and places to w l ~ o ~ n  they 
refer. The substance of their account is as follows :- 

Cataldus, or Catbaldus, which is the Latin form ol ' (hth:~l ,  
a Fery common Irish name, " came from IIibernia, which is 
:In island beyond Britain, in the western sen, smaller in III~C:~, - 

but fully equal to i t  in fertility of soil and p l -oduc l iw~t (~~s  of 
cat,tle; whilst in t,he marmt,h of the land, in the tcmpcn~tnrc ~ 

of' the climate, and the salubrity of the nir,it is evcn y ~ ~ p r i o r  
to Britain." 

Soma say, continues Moriui, that Rachnu was 1110 lrisll 
city in which he mas born, because in many books he is t ~ ~ l l c d  
Catbaldus of Rachau ; but the writcr rather t l ~ i ~ ~ l i ~  llis 
n;lt,ive town was Cstbandum, which by n change ol' IcLtcl5 
would be Cathaldum, t,hc town of Cathal. l l c  wns, 11 
thinks: called Cathaldus of Rnchnn, because he W:IS l ) i s l~o l~  ( 

thxt place in Irulancl ; but the name Cathaldus 11e K O I ~  1'1.01 

his native town, so that  t.he saint's name wo11l1l 
patronymic. 

It is very difficult to nscrrl;~in where these t \ \ o  1111~s  

were. Colgan, n very high authorily, sccnis to t l i i ~ l k  t11:1I. 

Cat.halduln or Cnt,hnntlum was Bailc-Cat l~nil  (i.e.. I h l  lvc111iill) 
i n  Ormond, which was thc lJir t l~~il :~cc of the sili111, I I I I ( ~  111:1t 
Rnchau was the foreign way of cxl~rcssing II:III!III, the 
original monnstery and Sec of St. C a r ~ l ~ a g b ,  ant1 01' \\.l~ic.l~ 
Cilth:~ltlus m i g l ~ t  have become bisl~op on the exl)rrlsit~r~ 01' ito 
holy founder by the ITS-Niall. 011 t i ~ c  whole, u c  t l ~ i ~ l k  this 
is a probable explanation, and 11ot inconsistcl~t nil11 1110 
facts narri~tetl in the Lives both of St. Carth:~gli I I I ~  01 
St. Cathaldus. I 
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For nl l  thc acc.otmts iIgrc.c t11:lt the nativc pl:lcc of 
Cirthaldus was in Jlo~rloni;~, or u s  some call it, Jlumenia, 
which in the Otlicc of thc s:~int i s  changed by ~nist ;~lic of :r 
Irttcr into Xun~cnia. l iu t  thc rcl'rrence 1s cle;~rly to Jlunster, 
111 Irish 1\Iurnh:111, which I S  r~su:~lly latinized Xomonia, or 
more acculotely, prrhaps, 3lrtrnonin. There are thrce towl- 
h d s  in S o r t h  Tippcrary callcrl Ballycahill, one of wl~icll 
g i w s  its uame to the parish of l::dlycahill, west of Tl~urles,  
in the b:~rony of I<liog,~rty. Sceiug that this church took its 
namc froni Bally-Cnl1111, i t  is highly probablc that the village 
itself got its name from n s :~ i r~ t  who 11 as n native of the place, 
ant1 under whose protcctio~~, too, the church of his nntirc 
village would natr~mlly be pl;~ced. There is every reason to 
assume tbat Cathaldus w:~s of the royal blood of the Bfunstcr 
kings, and that he livcd not very far from Lismore ; both of 
which circunlsta~lces would v c ~ y  well apply to BaIlycnhill. 
Cnsliel, the royal resiclcncc of thc Nunster kings, is a b o ~ t  
twelve miles further south ; and Ballycahill itself was 011 

the highway from north to south Nunstcr, the verv road that 
Carthagh and his monks would follow in their flight from the 
North to the court of Fadbe N a n n  at Cashel, on their may 

,Ismore. to J ' 
IIis father's name was I S I I L ~ I U ~ ,  ant1 his nlotlle~'s name is 

rendered Achlena or Athnca. E L I C ~ U S  i~ an attempt a t  
1:rtirlning thc Irish 1Sochaidh. hchlena was n nct  
unfiequent l r i sh  female nxne,  u l ~ i c h  was borne by the 
n~others of St. Fintan and St. Colu~nbanus. More likely, 
however, the original namc was the I r i h  form 15thnea-a 
w r y  common name-11 liicll thc Tarcntincs, with  heir Greek 
tasks, would vcry i~:~turally r c ~ ~ t l c r  Atl~ilcu in Latin. 

11s to the date of the saint's t i r th therc is more diffvre~~ce 
of opinion. Tbc Jlorini, who spe:~k, hone \  rr ,  tioubt~ngly, 
-ccrn to thmk the saint Tns born ill the reign of the Emperor 
Adrian, and came to Tnrcntunl during the reign of hurelius, 
or Antoninus Pius. I n  t h i ~ ,  I~owcvcr, they appear to 
i ~ a ~ . c  n~erely made a conjecture, 11:tving 110 ancient authority 
to follow. 'l'hey n e w  :u~sious to rnalce this second foundation 
of the Tarentine C h u ~ c h  af(cr St. Peter aud St. 3farlc, n h o  
mere said to have tirst preached the Gospel there, as ancient 
as possible. I t  is cvitlcnt, howe~cr ,  eve11 from their own 
narrative that  a n~rlcll later date must be assigned to the 
advent of Cathaldus to l 'arent~un. For he cilrne there 011 his 
leturn from Jeruwlc~u,  wllere with his eon~panions he had 
bceu to visit the U013 Sepulchre of our lmd. But  the IIoly 
Sepulchre x a s  not discovered until the timc of St. Helen, in  



L i w o r c  ; t l ~ t  Ilc n.;~ Ijisiiop 
t l 1 ~  GO SIN:^ ~ I I I U ~ S S I ' I I I I ~  in 1 
1Tt)ly J~a~~tl-l:~c:f.s w l~ ic l~  inow clc: 
tllc sccond c c ~ ~ t u r y  as t,hc period 
floul,isl~ctl. 

r 7 l h c  J W I I I I ~  ( ' ; ~ t l~a l ,  who scc,lns to have been born ubout 
the !.car '4.1). (i I:), grvw 111) ill lloliness and grace belorc God 
and rncn; nntl, :~c,corcli~~g to the or~tl i~,r ,  mas whilst ?-ct ;I 
youth sent to study in t l ~ c  great monnst,ic scliool of Iliwlorv 
(Lesmorin). It \CIS, 3s me ha\-e seen, l'ounc-d by St. C:~r th :~c l~  
in the yeor A.I). 6 3 .  Indeed, Rlorini's account of our s:lin 
at  Lismorc wonld seem to 
there ns wcll as studei~t,, for 
l ~ a n ~ i l q  nnd r i ~ t n c s  attracted n ~ a n y  disciples to the 
college,' nnd what is more, raised u p  against himself s 
powerful anelnies. H e  not only taught in the schools. 
he prenelied the Gospel most successfully in  all the couu 
of the Desii, wo~liing many miracles too, and building 
churches-one of which dedicated to the Blessed Virgil] 
Mary, is specidly ment,ioned i 
Lismorc. Tlic xuthor even cs 
adds, that no one nrns lrft th 
('atholdus did not instrnct i 
Gospel. 

Sow the Irii~g (of BIl~llster 
great populnritv ol' the saint,, n 
(111 the: jiootl will of the peopl,,, mi 

' I n  the Oflicc of S t .  Cntl~nlJrls 
Adule~ccnz liberuliblm discipl i~~is  rrllditw :ld cum brevi d o c t r i ~ m  cxw 

lm~i:irn pcrrcnit I I ~  nd ipsum n r ~ d i c ~ ~ d u n l  G:dli, Angli, Scoti, Tl~cl~tc~nc,  
nliiquc finitirnarum : i l i : ~ r ~ ~ r n  rcgionltn~ q11:11n p111r1111i L C S I I ~ ~ I I ' ~ ~ ~ I I I  ult 
v r ~ ~ i r c ~ ~ t .  

M u ~ i u i  tcl1.i in tlvr:lnt vevc  of thc snmc illflus of s t l t d c ~ ~ t s  to l i w l l ~ r e  
from most of the crl~ultriey of Eurcipr. 

('4 1 8 ~ r v .  ~ : ~ s t i s * h a  131rni 
.T:IIII wiln Tcl~toi~ir.i ,  jnru desc ru~re  Sicxmbri ; 
Jlitt i t  :tb ' . z t r rn~o  ~.[didaw ~ I q r l ~ l o n e  I3c1ernox. 
A\lli;c r t  itrvrrlli r~wlul t .  U:lt:rviqllc f r~~ l l l rn t c~n  
ICt I ~ I I ~ ~ I I P  m l ( ~ n t  d t a  31111 rupe [ ~ I I ~ I I I I : M  . . . 
(:t~tstirri  Ili ~ ~ r o p r s ~ w ~ ~ t ,  diverso trxinita :1<1 r~rlwm 
I .esn~r~riu~i i ,  j ~ ~ r c n i s  [rri~uou I I ~  trnnuia.it :1111103. 

/ 
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rnilrd to  Lismorc, inicnding to seize and imprison the saint,. 
Ijut God protects Iris onn.  This evil-rnindcd prince mas 
wnrnctl by two hngcls in a vision not to touch Cathaldus at 
llis Peril; but ~ . i ~ t . h ~ r  to 111:llie him successor lo Neltrirles, 
I!,(: rcgulus of t l ~ e  llesii, w l~o  h:d inflamed by evil couns~l  

r. king's mi1111 : ~ ~ : I ~ I ) s L  Ci~tl~:ildus; and lo! whilst the k ing 
;IS narrntiug this vision in the morning to his counscllor~ 
m1  sscngcr cmle to announce the sutlden d e a ~ h  of this 

Icl~ridcs, the king's evil conn.wllor. Thc Itin?, now filled 
it11 tcbrror, :~sl:ed pardon of C;~thnldus, who was : , ~ I C I I  a 
:won, and was g o i ~ ~ g  to makc him rulcr over the Desii ; but 
~ t l ~ a l d u s  modestly reruscd the honour, preferring to serve 
od in religion. Thereupon he was made bishop, and the 

assigned him m e n d  lands around Lismorc, in the 
tory of BIcltridcs, and he became not only bishop, but 

an archbishop, with twelve suffragan sees subject to 
In as  ~~letropolitan ! Thc facts here seem much exagger- 

b11t were probably quite t,ruc in substance. 
3Icltridcs sce~ns to h:rvc been that prince of the Ilesii, 

who gave IJismore to St. Carthach in A . I L  63.5. IIis death is 
recorcl~d under date . \ .D. 670. If Cathaldus \\ere a dcacon, in 
,\.I,. 6'70, 11e can hardly I ~ n w  bccn a disciplc of' St. Carthach, 
wl~o tlicd thirty-three years befbre. C'olga, so11 of Fnilba 
Flann, was King of Nunster a t  this period, for his death is 
noticed, in A.D. 674 by the accurate Chro~zicon Scotomnz. I t  
is not un1il;ely then that Cathaldus, the professor of Lismore, 
who was snpposed to be aiming at the crown of Nunster, 
was n member of tLe rival line sprung from Fingin, the elder 
brother of Failbe Flann. Fingin died in A.D.  Cil!), leaving 
the crown to Failbe;  but of courre his sons mould have n 
bettcr claim than k'nilbe's, when they grew up to man's 
estate. These tn-o princes, Fingill and Fxilbe l+'lnnn, mere 
rcsl)~t:tivcly the heads of the g e n t  rival fnrnilics of Nt~~is ter ,  

e O'SulIiva~~s :und M'Carthys ; and :~lthough the lattcr 
se to greater p o w t ~ ,  the fonucr was, it is said, the senior 
w ~ c h  of that royal stock, and wtained thcir h d s  in the 
olden Vale dowli to the advent of the Aiiglo-Noi-mans, 
hen they werc clrircn to the nlount:~ins of' K e r y .  I t  was 

C o l p ,  therefore, Kin? of IIunster, in A.D. GTO, who caused 
C;~thaldus tho dc:~con to be elcctcd ]:ishop, and not only 

" cqldowcd his See of ltnchau with the 1:rnds of t l ~ c  Desii, but 
also subjectcd to his authority all the Bishops of the South, 
whose sees were within the kingdom of Cashcl. 111 this way 
wc can explain t.lie statement in the Life that Catl~aldus was 

hop ~ i t h  twelve s u h g a n  pzclntes subject. 
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to 1 1 i ~  :111t11oritv. C P I ~ : I  v-o~~ld lend I~imsrlf nll  ( l ~ c  m 
rc,:trl~l!- to this projrct, bccnuse t l~crc  wor~ld I J ~  no\v 
less d:m,ocr or C d l ~ : t l ( l ~ ~ ~ ,  a l k s  Ilc Lccnmc a bishop, niinilrg 
t llc rrowrr of' R ~ I I I I ~ I V T .  - - ~ g ~ - $ ~ .  



110 rncnns unusual Tor the fervent saints of l X n  to accomplish 
cvcw a t  that  early period. 011 t l~c i r  return frol~l  Palestiue, . 
I heir vcssc~l was \\.rcc.Iicd in the Gulf of Tarilnto, not filr 
Tram the cit.y of l l ~ r  s:llllr II:IIII:~. 

)1):1r;111to, tlrr ~ I ; I s s ~ c ; I ~  ' l ' i~rcntun~, was au ancient : I I ~  

1':1111ous city, bca~~lil 'ully si tr~:~tcd on the ~ ~ o r t h e r n  shore of the 
bay. I t  m s  io~l~lt lcd by a 8l)artan colony of young men, 
who lcft their ~ u t i v c  C O I I I I ~ ~ . ~  bcc;~usc they mere brailded with 
I a of i l l e i t i ~ n : ~ .  13rrt t,lley selected a bwr~t,iful sit- 
for t l ~ c i r  city, uutler l l ~ c  sl~adow of the Iapj.gia11 hills, and 
s ~ ~ r r o u u d c d  b s  tllc SIIII-lit waters of that  spacious bay. The 
clilxltc was delightful, the air  bracing and ~alubr ious ;  for 
the snrnulcr's heat:: w c w  tempered by the sen breze-:, aud 
t l ~ c  mountains shc1trre:l tllcnl from the biting winds of 
winter. , The hills wclv clotbed with olive trees and vine- 
yards, which wcrc q~cci;llly prizrd ; tzhe wool of their slleep 
;vas of the tiucst qu:~l i ly ;  tllc i ~ l n c r  Iln~.bour mas filled n-ith 
shell-fish : and their hol~cy was equal to that produced by thc 
bees of I-Iyrnettus. l Iorwe, ill n well-lino\vn Ode, extols its 
nlild winter ant1 liugering spring ; and declares that its rare 
protlrrcts and smi1ingl)owcrs woo him to malie his sojourn ill 
that  h:lppy land.' 

B u t  its inhabitants, even in the days of Pyrrllus, were 
tiaid to be an effen~innte and liceiltiou~ people, more devoted 
to the l)lca.;nrcs of peace than to the arts of war. They had 
I~card the Gospcl from the lips of t h e  Apostles St. Peter and 
St. Mark ; but during the disturbances succeeding the fall of the 
7\'cste1.11 Empire, t h y  hecmnc once more pract,icnlly pagans. 
Such was the st,ate of things when Cathaldus and his com- 
panions were ~ r c c l i e d  on the shore of the T:welltine Gulf. 

W h e n  the Irish bisl~op saw this beautiful city thus given 
over to pleasure and to vice, like St. Paul a t  Athens, his 
spirit was  moved within him, and in burning langu:lgc hc 
i ~ r l ~ l o r e d  t l ~ a  iuhabitants to return to the service of t'lle God 
n.\~oul they had forgotten. 1Ic performed also many striking 

iraclcs in the sight of rill the people, healing the sick, and 
ilig t.he rlcad to life. I t  Ilappened this 

- .-. - - - - - - . - - - - -. 
1 Illc I c r r n r u ~ r ~  m i h i  prncter olnnc* 

A I I ~ I L ~ I I S  ridct, ubi non Hj~octto 
Mclln rlcccrlunt. riridiqr~e certat 

Jlncca Vcnsfrc. 

Vcr ubi l ongun~ ,  tcpidnsqrw prscbst 
Jupit~r ~ ~ I L I I L U I Y ,  et ~1nic113 A111011 

Fcrtili 1i:rccho minimum Faltrnie 
Invidet uvia. 
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time that there was no bishop in the city ; so the T;tran~.i 
besought the Irish saint to bwomc t l~c i r  bishop, and yrolni 
to o l~cy his con~~nr~ntls ,  and Iollow all his cou~~sels.  Rclt 
:1111ly 11c conscntcd, ill t.hc hope t h t  he might l h r ~ s  I 
to win thun I):tck to th(: scwic!c of God. II is  c:tli)rIs wcr 
cro\v~~ctl  \vi(.h cw~nplcle fitr(:(:css. Once 1no1.c 'l':trcntum 
I)(Y::IIII(: :L c l ~ r ' s t i a ~ ~  city in rwli ty as well as in nnl:lcl . 
C:rtl~:rldus \ws  vcncratcd ns the sccontl apost,lc :ind 
saint of bhc city. 

(::~th:tltlr~s spcnt SOIIIC !-cars in his 11cw see ; t1:m Ecclir~ 
his c r ~ d  approaching, the s i~ in t  oncc more cshortwl the pcop 
ant1 the clergy, in langrlnge O F  the most tender affection, to be 
lruc to the profcssio~~ and prilcticc of thc Christiul i'i~it,ll. 
I l e  d i d ,  shortly aficr, in his cit,y of Tarentum, towartls t.hc 
closc of the sevcnrl~ ccntury, on thc e i ~ h t h  day of 3'1:1rch, 
which is his festival day. The holy rcmalns, by \vhic:l~ 1n:lnp 
~ilirnclcs were wrought, wcre buried in a marble tomb, which 
up to this day is preserved in the sacristy of t h s  Cathcrllal of 
Tarcntum. For  a long period the identity and position of 
the tomb mere unknown, until the time of the Archbishop 
Ilrogonus, by  whose orders the old cathedral was restored. 
Tile workmen in escawt ing the old walls came upon the 
marble tomb ; and the Archbishop having been sent for, 
caused the tomb to be opened, when the wcred relics were 
discovered, with a golden cross on which the nalno of 
Cathaldus was inscribed. So Archbishop Drogonus, full of 
joy, causcd the holy relics to be translated, aud the tmub 
itself to be rebuilt close to the high altar of the new C;r~hc- 
dral Church, where they are preserved with grcat 11o11our - 
do\vn to the present day. 111 the year AD. 1150, Arcl~bisllop 
Girnldus causcd the holy relics to be enclosed iu I L  silvcr 
shrine, richly adorned with gold and jewels. A largc silver 
statue of the saint was also erected in the church, a11t1 rr por- 
ti011 of thc skull was plucrd within the figure. Tllc ii!:ts[, of 
t,hc l ~ l v c n t i o , ~  of the saint's ltelics is celebrated on th;. cG;l11.11 
d : l .~  of May, and t,he Tra~lslation is lrept on the tenth ()I' tho 
same 1nont,11., Both t.llesc feutivals, ns well as t,lle N:~t.:~liu of' 
the saint on the eigl.th of March, arc cclcbrated wit,l~ I I I ~ I C I I  
p m l )  by the T:lrcntines cven to the present day. 'l'11(~ si 1 w r -  
gilt cross found within t , l~e  tomb is hung around thc III.I.I< oC 

the silvcr statue of thc stlint, a.ld on the cross m . 1 ~  sf ill l ~ c  
Fecll, engraved in chbr:ict,ers quite Icgible ant1 tlisrir~c:t- . 
CA.~II,\J,I)I:S I~A(.I~.\IJ,  wllic11 identify so conclusively t llo !)re- 
lntc of Lismore ; ~ n d  'rarcuturn with the sacred relics t l~ :~ l .  w(:rtt 
discovered by Archbishop 1)rogonus. 



CvrL:li~~ writings ltnvc becii attributed t o  Cathnldus by  
Co lp i l ,  H I I ~  ot l iel .~;  b u t  i t  is difficult to r e p r d  them aa - 
gwuinc.  

I I J Ilerc is :I short trc:tt.isc, given by Colgon, contair~ing an 
nccount : 1 l l c 4  t,o be tnkcn from the Records of the Churcl~ 
:t11,1 City of ?:~rcn(11111, of tlic principal mirncies of the saint. 
It, is a vcrv strikinn cn~ilner;~tion of inost monclcrful cures 
vilected t l ~ r k ~ l ~  thgintercession of the saint, ant1 bears in- 
t ~ i n s i c  evidence of :itithenticity-at ieast such is Colgan '~  
opinion. 

There is also cstanc a prophecy attributed to the saint, 
whieh he uttered shortly bcfore his death, and which was by 
his order, if not by his o ~ n  hand, inscribed in certain leaden 
tablets, and hidden witliin a c ~ l u m n  in the Church of 
S t .  Peter without the castcrn walIs of the city. I t  is said 
that in the year ..\.I). 14!W, the saint appeared to a certai~i  
deacon of Tarentu~u,  by name Rapimd Crurera, and coni- 
iuandcd him to tell the Archbishop that  he would find in the 
snid church the figure of a boy painted on the column with 
the hand pointing out the spot where the lraves of the 
lcadcn record contaiuing the propliccy would be found. The 
Archbishop sought the place indicated, ar!d f o m d  the two 
sheets of lead inscribed with the prophecy. Bu t  the whole 
thing looks very like a forgery concocted for political 
purposes. 

I t  docs not. appear tha t  St Cathuldus wa.q ever Ahbot or 
Bishop of Lismore, although he mas c e ~  tainly :I student of 
that  great seminary. St. Carthach appears to h a w  been 
succeeded in the government of Lisniore by St. Cuanna, who 
is said to have been his uterine brother. As Cuanna, or a t  
least one ~ h o  bore thnt name, was also the author of an 
ancicnt book of Annals, he is worthy of special mention in 
this place. Colgan ia of opinion that St.Cuanna, the Abbot of 
Lismore, is thc same as that Cuannn, who has giren his name 
to Kilcooney, near Hcadfort, on thc shores of Lough Corrib; 
:1nd he thinks i t  highly probable that he was also tllc original 
:tu:hor of the Book of Cuanach, cited in the A m a h  of Ulster. 
I t  is not quoted after AD. 6% ; and we know that  St. Cuanua 
of Tiemore died about a.n. 0, so that this fact of itself 
lends some probability to Colgnn's view. The facts of 
his history, however, 11 ill clearly show thn t  Cuanna of Lienlore 
was the  founder of Kilcooney, near Lough Corrib. 

S t  Cuannn of Hilcoone~: was b o ~ n  near the eastern 



~11oro of' 1111~1, I:~ltc, for 11(: is dcscribcd as founding a churc11 
i 11 his ~tut.ivc district.' I-Jis n~ot,ller, P i ~ ~ c l ~ n a i t h ,  was zr ueur 
rc>l:t lieu of' St. l i r (v i~! : t~~,  : ~ n d  :~ppcars to 1 1 a v ~  lwvn :~lso t.11~ 
n ~ o t l ~ w  01' SI. I ~ ' I I I - S ~ - ,  : I I I I ~  of St. ~ < : I I I ~ ,  who X I S < )  foltnded 
c l~t~rxhc~s  O I I  111(: Comib s11o1~. 111  t,li;~t case l i i n d ~ ~ ~ a i t h  mas 
t l ~ c  scc:cmtI wi le  of lCint,:~n of Ard-fi~~t: in,  w a r  IIeatlfort, who 
is I to I I  b e  : I I V  of St. r cn1 :111  W c  ]inow 
t.l1:1L Loth St, l ! ~ w t l a r ~  :uld St.. Carthach bclongcd nriginnlly 
t.o thc: silrlle district in t,hc west of Kcrry, and h a t  both were 
F ~ I % I I ~  from Fcrgns Al:~c Roy. W e  know also that man! of 
1 . 1 1 ~  tribcstr~en I)otl~ of Carthach and Brendan niigrated to 
\\'cst C o ~ r n ~ u ~ ~ h t  abont this period, and that the father of 
lcurscg was aruo~lgst them. I t  may b2 that his wife after- 
wartls got ~narricd to anothcr Kerry chieftain, wid this , 

would cxplain how Carthach ; ~ n d  Cuama  merc uterino 
hrothcrs, alt,hongh one was born at 'I'ralee and the othcr near 
Lough Corrib. 

About 4.1). 590 Cuanna went to the school of St. Carthnch, 
a t  Rnhnn, wlierc 11c remained many years. Then he was 
sent about A.D. 620 t,o found a n~onastery " in  the delightful 
land of the Ui-Eachnch, i n  the south of the woody Inisfail." 
Afterwards, Iiowever, hc returned home to Lough Corrib and 
founded Kilcooney. The "Fragment  of his Life," in  the 
SaIa~rta?zctz MS. then tells how he was carried off into 
Connemara, but God's angels took charge of him, and 
brought him over t.hc lake In safcty, floating on a flat stone, - 
to his own side of the lake. Then i t  mas he  reaolwd to 
found his Church of Kilcooney, or Kilcoonagh, of which the 
reruains are still to be secn in the old churchyard not far  
from Herdfort. There is also the stump of a round l,ower close 
at l ~ i t d ,  which shows the ancient importance of the place. 

Great numbers of saints nnd monks from all pnrts of 
Irclaud n-ere soon attracted t,o Kilcooney by the h m c  of its 
lwrued and holy founder. I n  fitct we are told thut on one 
ucc.:~sion no less t11an 1,746 of these holy men asscmblctl ig 
cor~f'erauce in a beautiful 111ci~1om near the church, and t.lwre . 
ct l t~red  illto a le;lgue of holy friendship with eacli cith(,r- 
surely a brautiful sl)cctaclc bcfore angels and Incn in  that 
rude and barbarous agr. 

I t  scems that it \ G I  ;~i te,r  the death of his b r o t h ,  
St. C;~rtliacl:, ill ,\.I). (i3tj or 637, that Cuanua wns c111lcd to 
I ~ r c ~ i d c  a t  Lisluore. T l ~ e  kin of the founders alwuys got a 
preference when rulers were elected for these ancient 

Sce S(r1anmnrn J lS ,  page 931. 
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nionasterics. 311d his near kiri.ship with Carthach maq, 
toqctlier with his virtues and merits, the  main reason of thia 
c lw~ion .  I t  is certain, however, that  he was Abbot of 
I,isrnore, for two of our ancient calendars describe him as 
such, and in the note? to  the Fefz're of A h p s  he is sinll- 
Iarly described. H e  died about the year A.D. 650. 

'She School of Litmore continued to flourish under him 
arid his successors, attaining, i t  seems, the zenith of its 
cclcbrity to-ivards the ope~iing years of the eighth century 
under St. Colman O'Leathain. 

St. Colluau O'Leathain flourished as Abbot and Bishop of 
1,iswore from A.IL 699, or 4.11. 6'39 to 702 ; and during this 
brief period he became very celebrated. E e  was the son of 
Finbarr ,  of the rncc of IIy-Beogna, the hereditary princes of 
Ibli Linthaiu-a district estcnding f'rom Cork to Youghal, 
~~nd i i c~a r l \  corr espondino with the modern barony of Imoke l l~ .  
1Ie mas a pupil of ficmorc during thc incumbency of 
St. Hierlog, or Jurnlach, as we find i t  in tlic Ufsfzr Amah,  
the same as the Hierologus of Co1gan.l Lismore had now 
hcorne so cclcbrated that the Irish princes, tired of the 
world, began to seek peace m d  peuance in its sacred shades. 
The first of t hesc princes, of whom we read, was Theodoric, 
or Turlogh, King  of Thomond, of ,the celebrated Dalcassian 
line. His father Cathal died in A.D. 624, so that this prince 
rl~ust. hare  ruled over his native territory for many years. 
I Ic  is celebrated, too, as the father of St. Flannan, the 
founder of the See of Kilhloe. Theodoric came secretly to 
St. Colnran, and flinging off his royal robcs, and renouncing 
his crown, placed himself amol~gst  the humblest disciples of 
that saint. Though now an old man, he would not consent 
to be idle, but insisted on earning his bread with the labour 
of his hands, like the monks around him. The road to the 
mo~lasterg from the lorn ground was stecp and ulleven, so 
Theodoric, whose strong arms so oftell wielded the sword of 
Thornond i-I battle, got his sledge and hammer, and spent his 
time breaking stones to repair the road. Wi th  such zeal did 
he work that the streams of perspiration poured down from 
his body to the ground, and i t  is said a sick man was he&d 
bv mashing in these waters of hoIy and peniteutial toil. 

. ~ t i t h  Colman's permission 11c retlirr~cd to his kicgdom t~ 
protect it from its  enemies, whom he srems to have crushed 
as easily as he did the stoues, and he then returned again to 
die in Thmore. 

I Such is Colgan's opinion ; but Sk~ne's opinion is more probable. 
that Jarnlaoh was abbot of the Soottiah LI?~IIIOIU Colrnan was probably 
abbot for 40 years. 

I 
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succession ot' Bishop-abbots down to the advent of the Dane 
Bu t  the position of Lismor 
sea rendered i t  especially ex 
hence, like our other p a t  monastic schools, we find that. it 
was repeatedly pilln,rred and burned during the ninth and 
tenth centuries. Nor was the plundering clnd burning alto- 
gether the n-orlc of the Danes. 

As nsunl the native princes followed their esarnpls ; and 
- 

See Opem Ed., Giles, p. 94. H e  6:1y~ that  the  I h z l i d l  ~ w a r m c d  to t he  
Irish Schools like bees, whilst the  g r ra t  School of Cirntcrbury war by n r  
means overcrowded. 
' He is called Mailduf by Bede : but it  is merely another way of r ~ n d e r .  

i n g  the Irish name-dlacldubh. Brde ca lh  Malrnesbury Muildu) urbem, that 
is, Mailduf'rr-bury, contracted afterwards iuto IIalm~shury. William of 
Malmesbury deecrllea it as founded by Meildulj. '"ntione Scotns, erudi- 
tusque philoaophus. profeasione monachus." See Lanigan, Vol. iii., p. 100. 
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so we nre told t11nt in A.D. 978 the Ossorian~ plr~nclercd antl 
burncd both t l ~ o  town and abbey. T c t  the school and monas- 
tery survivccl the rtimgcs both of the Dancs and natives, antl 
w r e  hcld in ~ r r : l t ,  vrncralion by the wisest, and brst mcn ill 
1Srin. ('om:lc IInc Cullinan, thc Ring-bifihop, lovtd I i s -  
more. :~ l~hor~g l r  Ile w:ls riot cvlncatcd there, ant1 in his n-iil 
Icft n bcquest of :I gold nntl silrcr chnlicc, and a suit ot' silk 
vcs t~~icnts  t,o thc rno1m5lc.1 y. 

W c  rc:d in Archdall that thcre was a t  Lismorc, nfi at  
Arm:lgli nnd many other principal churches, a hc rn i i t i~~c ,  
where onc or lnorc ancho~itcs dwclt cncloscd in thcir cells, 
alter the fashion of the primitive Egyptian saints in the 
Ileeert. St. Cnrtl~ach himself hat1 set the exnmplc a t  Ilismorc; 
nnd it sccms it was regularly followed, for s small cndon-mcnt 
in land was providcd lor thc maintenance of these anchoritcs at  
].ismore. Tllc death of one of the most celebrated is noticed 
A.n. 1040 :-"Corcmn Cleireach, anchorite, the head of the 
West  of Europe for piety and wisdom, died at  Lis-mor." 
(F.N.). Another authority tells us that  such was his lenrn- 
ing and integrity tbat every dispute throughout the kingdom 
was confidently referred to his arbitration. I t  was for this 
reason also tbat  during the interregnum that succeeded the 
death of Maelsechlainn 11. in A.D. 1022, he, with Cuan 
O'hchain ,  were chosen to guide the provisional government 
then established, as i t  mould seem, with the conaent of both 
the North and thc South. 

During the subsequent century-a period of much turmoil 
and blood~hed, when there wn.s no recognised High  King of 
Tara, wbo was nble to keep the ~ ro r inc ia l  kings in c h t ~ k ,  
many of the southern princes retired to Lismore to end t.heir 
days in pence and penance. Amongst these mas the brnve and 

oh (Nuircheartach) O'Brien, the grandson of g o e m u s  Nurtos 
rian Boru, whom the Four Masters themselves describe " ns 

King  of Ireland, and the prop of the glory and mapificcnce 
of the Wcs t  of the world." H e  dicd after the victory of 
penance at Lismore, but mas buried at  Killnloe. I n  A.IL 11 27 
Turlough O'Conor, the brarcat and most capable of his nnme, 
forced Cormnc Mac Carthy, King of Desmond, to go on pi]- 
grimnge to Lismorc, and put on !lie habit of a monk. But  
Cornlac soon flung i t  off again, and once more met Tudough 
in the field, but unsuccessfully; for me are told that  thcre 
was a grcat fight a t  'sea '  (on Lough Derg) between the 
fleets of the Connaughtmen and of the men of Munster, nnd 
that the former gained the victory and harried the territory 
of Munster. 



SURSEQUENT HISTORY O F  1.1 

Another noteworthy event 
rccordrd in a.n. 1129. It is t 
i n  thia yrar of th 
grcatwS man of his agc. 
irnd sclf-denying zeal to refor 

xfter lmct,ion a i ~ d  

with psalms, hymns, an 

large possessions for 
n~aint,enance of the po 
Normans. Then in A.D. 11 
t,hat St.rongbow, after ma 
" extorted a large sum fro 
from being burnt," hut 
pleted his father's work 

of this noble river, which 
I n  this respect Innes decl 
passed. " The Blackmat 
which leads into the town, flows through one of the m 
rerdant of valleys. The banks bounding this valley are 
some places thickly, in other places lightly, shaded wi 
wood. Xothing can s u r p m  in richness and beauty the view 
from the bridge, when a t  evening the decp woods, and the 
grey castle, and the still river ere lct't in the shade, while 
thc sun streaming up the valley gild8 all the softer dopes 
and mel ls  t'hat lie opposite." (Jonmey,  1834.) 

Nothing, in truth, is wanting that can lend beauty and 
interest to thie scene, which naturc has so richly dowered 

/ 



with d l  hcr cltartns. And t.llcn the grand old castlc, towering 
o w r  t l ~ r  rivcr, recalls to thc mind of' the behi,ltler 1111 t.how 
associations that, elill!: likes ~ . I I ( !  ivv to its grey Itir;hr~ic wullu. 

(.)I tltc t ~ c l t t y  ~ I I I I I . C ~ C S  oltce irt 1,isrnorc 1101. 11 v(!.iiiK:.(? 
r t  

1 cmatrls. 1 ] I ( \  (:xisling l 'rotestnt~t cnf l~ctlral W:IS r(,l,~~ill. by t . 1 1 ~  
I h r l  of Cntk in A . I L  1 (i6:; ; but hi3 work~nrlt t lcst .r i~~cd vver.5 
1rat.c of' the allcict~l c l ~ r ~ r c l ~ ,  wl~iclr is nllridcd to 11s thc 
,:atllrdt~:~I, or grcnt s t m c  cl~urclt of Ilist~torr, so c:~rly a3 

A .  1 l'i vc inscril)ctl stoncs arc prcscr\-ctl ill t I I V  ~ ) r c s w  1. 
1 f l 1 1 i 1  !I'hcy arc f k ~ g t n c u t ~  of' anciettt to111bsIo11('.;, \\.if11 
tltc pcculi:~r Ccltic crosses, and lrftcrcd in w r y  nnc-ic>~~t l.ppc:* 
of r l ~ c  Ccltic nlphabct.' One ask3 n blcssir~g ior tllo soul of 
Colgcn, who, according to tlic A7znnZs of /nisfnllc~i, was an 
r m i n ~ n t  ccclcsinstic, who d i d  in Listnorr in A.D. S5o. TIIV 
words arc-Bli'lNDAClIT F O l t  ANMA I N  (!( ) I  L i  ICB. 
Another is simply inscribed-SUIBNI!', M CONIIII Il)Llt-- 
Guibnc, son of Cnnhuidir, an nncltorite and abbot, o l  I ristnorc, 
who went to Iiis rest in A . D .  85.2. Anothcr slill more 
infcresting inscription ask.; n Iwnycr for Cormac, :r 1)ric-st- 
01: DO COliIIAC 1'. The letter 1' stands apparcttl.ly for 
ihe 1,atin word p e d y t e r ,  i.e., p i e ~ t .  H e  seems to 111rvc bectt 
" Col~nnc, son of Cuilcnunn, Uishop of J,ismor~, and Jlord of 
?he Desii of Jlumhan, who was killed by his own fimily, 
A.D. 918 "--a diffrrrnt pcrson Iron1 the I C i ~ i ~ - l r i ~ l ~ o p  of 
Ci~sliel, who \\-as slnin in  A.D. 907. The ot,her two I I I C ~ C I Y  
xsk n blessing for the soul of MARPAN, nnd a 1)r:~yc:r for 
L)ONKCHAl), wllo seems to  have bccn the person Iw~wing 
tha t  name w11o was assassinated within thc vcry wdls  of 
the  old cntlicdid in A.D. 1031.. 

THE CIXMIER OF LISJIOI~E was discoveri.cl it1 18 I ,E in i r  

tower of Lismorc Cnstlc, bclongii~g now to tllc I ) l ~ k e  of 
I)cvonsl~ire-hence i t  is sometimes improperly r:~.ll~vl 1.11~ 
1)eronsltirc Crozier. It was made, as the inscr ip l . i~ ,~~ OII  i t  
records, for Niall l fnc  Mic Acducnn, who mns I!isI1o1) of 
Lismorc from A.D. 1090 to  1113. The art ist  wns T\;14m- 
~ l s o  n Ccltic nnmc-and the Crozier itself is onc o l  I l l ( *    no st 
bcautiful specimens of Ccltic ar t  of this cllaractcr Llml,  I I : L ~  
been y c t  tliscovercd. " It measurcs three feet f o ~ ~ r  i l l t - I I I V  in 
Icngtll, and consists of a CRSC of brol~zc of R 1):11t* u ) lo~lr .  
wlticlt cttslnines an  old oak stick-pcrhnps the o ~ - i $ l ~ d  .sI:11f 
of the founder of Lismore. Most of the o r i ~ a t n ~ t ~ t s  WI: r icl~ly 
gilt, interspersed with others of silver and niello, :l . t t(l  IK)ss-(~Y 
01 coloured ennincls. Tlic crook oE tlte staff is h r t l c t d  with 



. . 
n row of g ro t cquc  anilrlals like lizards or dragons, o:le 
of which has eyes of Inl~is lazuli."l The  statf seem 
to L a ~ e  bccn tliridctl i r ~ t o  compnrtnlents, which xere  
fillctl i n  with filigrec walk I t  is most likely this benuti 
i'ul work of art. W ~ R  111:1110 : ~ t  t.he monastery, and t ha  
Ncclau, the artificer, \\.as ;L ~uem'oer of the brot,herhood o 
l i iworc .  T l ~ c  i l ~ s c r i p t i o ~ ~  is :IS usual in Irish, and r u  
th11r :-OR 1)0 NIiZll hIAC h1ll:ICC AEDUCAB' LASA 

1)01~1C;N15 IiY GIILI~~SS;\--l'ray for  S ia l l ,  son of Mac 
i \ (dw311,  for W I I O I I I  this work was made ; pray for Nect,an 
\rlio ~nntle t l ~ i s  n.ork of ar t .  

TIIE ~ O I C  OF T,ISWIIZ 1 ~ 3 s  found in 181.2, togcther wit 
thc  Crczier of  Lis~norc,  in a woodcn box, which was enclos 
within the  wall of :\built-up d o o r m y  in the  Castle of Lislnor 
110th evidently belougcd to tllc bishops of Lismore, for  t 
cnstlc mas the  ancient el)iscop:~l palace, and the  b o s  mas bu 
into the  doorway for  security on some occasion when t. 
ck~sile rras beiug besicgcd by cue~nies, who might  be dispos 
to appropriate these cenerable ~e l ics .  This castle w 
origi~lallj- built b? I'riuce John,  in A.II .  1185 ; and a t  fir 
was g a r r i s o ~ ~ ~ t L  for the  Crown. I t  w3s, however, soo 
3estroyed by tl10 nativc:; l ~ u t  was rebuilt by the king, and  
became the residence of the  bishops of Lisniore down to t he  
!ime of I l i l e r  JIacGrnt.h, who added the see of Lismore to 
his other ecelesiast.ica1 pref?rments. Af terwards, the castle ; ., 
sustained several sicgcs during the  troubles tha t  folloved 
A . D .  11;,41, when it was held a t  different limes for tbe Crown 
or f s r  the Parliament.: :~nd i t  mas. doubtless, during one 
these sieges that  both the  Crozier and  Book of Lismore we 
conceded. W h e n  discorered i t  had suffered much from dam 
and the edges, 07Currj-  tells us, seem to have been partial 

, gumed by r a t o r  mice. It &as, however, still tolerabl 
Icgible, but mas, unfort,unateIy, lent  by the 1)uke of Devor 
etl~re't: egent  to a Cork sh~mzmhtr; named O'1;13.n11, tha t  it .f- 
might  be transcribed ; ond O'Curry alleges tha t  sereral :;:: 
folins, and in some places entire sections of the  MS., rrere,$G 
tlcliberatelv cut  out by thosr: rrho had the  temporarv custody* 
of tlie book. I n  1839 O 'Cuxy  111ade a copy on paper of all!': 
ttl:lt remained for the 12oyal I r i sh  Academy ; but t ha t&  
iustitution vainl!- sollght to obtain the  missing portions. .,'.'.''i;;', 

It iu said tha t  these cscised parts were purchased, no!.!, 
doubt, iu good faith, by a Mr. Ilewitt,  who lived near  Cork,:; 

- - 3 :  ; 
-.>, ~, ...., ' C'hrFs/i-n J r w r ~ . t b n , .  Val. ii.. p. 118. : .. . . : y~  'n(iS 



and they may, perhaps, be sbill secured and re-bound with 
the original MS. 

This original woe a vellum MS. said to be 900 years old. 
I t  consists principally of copies of the lives of certain Irish 
winfs-of Patrick, Ilrigitl, Columcille, Senan, Finnizn of 
Clonxrd, and Finnchu of 'Brigobhan, near Cork-"all," says 
O'C'urry, " written i n  Gaelic of great purity and antiquity."' 
There are also several historical and romantic tracts, and 
bardic accounts of s-reral ancient battles. Otle treatise-n 
dialogue between St. qntrick and the Fenian warriors, 
Caoilte MacRonan and Oisin-ie; says the same learned 
aut,horit!., especially valuable for the topographical informa- 
tion i t   contain^.^ 

1 See L ~ c r w r s  O N  d19. dlutc: i ,r l .~.  
'*'She L i res  of Sait ts  from t h ~  Bnak of Lismore" haw been lately 

(1890) edited and trand..td into h g l i ~ h  by Dr W h i t l ~ y  Stoke;, and 
issued from the Clarendon Press at Oxford. The "Lires"  are preceded by 
an daborare c r i t i d  P ~ . e f x e  on the language and matter of tht. text. 
There is also a very complete Gl<,+aarr of all t he  Irish words in the ~ o l o m e -  
'i'he Dialngne has also been recmtly published in the Silvn Gadelica by 
.Nr. S. H. O'G ~.ady. 
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